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Agenda Item #1.1
Prepared by: Kathy Thomas

  Meeting Date: October 18-19, 2007 

REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

NATIONAL ISSUES

Article on Medication Errors in Nursing Homes.  Dr. Jill Scott-Cawiezell from the University
of Missouri-Columbia has published an article, “Nursing Home Error and Level of Staff
Credentials” in Clinical Nursing Research, Vol. 16, No. 1, 72-78 (2007).  This article contains
data from an observational study where administration of medications by RNs, LPNs and
medication assistants are compared. The study concludes that when medication assistants are
adequately trained and supervised, there are no significant differences in error rates.  Dr. Scott-
Cawiezell is conducting additional research on medication error rates with 16,000 medication
administrations observed. At the 2007 Delegate Assembly of the National Council of State
Boards of Nursing (NCSBN), model medication assistant curriculum and decision to proceed
with development of a national medication aide competence assessment were approved.  (See
Attachment A).

Article on the HASP Project:  Mary Beth Thomas, PhD, RN, Debora Simmons, RN, MSN,
CCRN, CCNS, et. al. published an article, “Practice/Regulation Partnerships:  The Pathway to
Increased Safety in Nursing Practice, Health Care Systems, and Patient Care”, in  the American
Organization of Nurse Executives' Journal Nurse Leader about the HASP pilot project.  This is
an opportunity to share with Nurse Executives around the country the investment of a board of
nursing in a project that helps to better identify system issues and improve patient safety.  (See
Attachment B).

APRN Joint Dialogue Group: Two professional groups, the NCSBN APRN Committee and the
APRN Consensus Group, separately identified the need to move to a future model for regulation
and worked concurrently to develop an effective and efficient APRN regulatory model for public
protection. As these groups continued their work in a parallel fashion, concerns regarding the
need for collaboration and congruent outcomes between the two groups were expressed by
both groups. A subgroup of the APN Consensus Group and of the NCSBN APRN Committee
was convened in January, 2007. The group called itself the APRN Joint Dialogue Group and the
agenda consisted of discussing areas of agreement and disagreement between the two groups.
This group continues to meet to discuss and resolve issues of concern.

STATE ISSUES

Health Professions Council:   HPC discussed at its last meeting a new Human Resources Job
Screening pilot program to assist HPC agencies with posting job openings and screening
applicants, and assisting new employees with filling out required state employment paperwork.
Expansion of this project to include other human resource functions is currently being explored.

The Governor’s Office is conducting a Business Process Review of administrative functions for
HPC agencies with the goal of recommending consolidation of functions to HPC at a future HPC
meeting.
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State Surplus: The Comptroller reports that the State ended the 2007 fiscal year with a $8.5
billion surplus, $1.5 billion more than projected in January.  The surplus is attributed to state
sales and use tax collections.  Some of the extra money will be used to fund contingency
appropriations, including state employee raises of 2% per year for the biennium.  Some of the
money will carry forward to the 2009 Legislative session where the 2010-2011 budget will be
adopted.

BOARD ISSUES

New Stipulation Added: A course in “Sharpening Critical Thinking Skills,” a 3.6 contact hour
online program provided by the National Council of State Boards of Nursing (NCSBN) Learning
Extension has been added to the stipulation options and is being recommended for certain
practice violations where critical thinking skills may need improvement.

Question on Criminal History Changes: The question on criminal history has changed to
make it clearer to applicants/petitioners/nurses what they must disclose.  (See Attachment C).

BNE Bulletin Articles: The October issue of the Board of Nursing Bulletin contains an article
soliciting memorabilia from nursing history for the 100th anniversary, articles recognizing Mark
Majek and Linda Rounds awards/accomplishments, and an article on Cindy Smith’s research on
criminal background checks by the Board.

Board Development:   Generally, at each board meeting, a board development session is held.
At this Board meeting Mary Beth Thomas will present her dissertation , “Perception of
Registered Nurses Sanctioned by a Board of Nursing: Individual, Health Care Team, Patient,
and Systems Contributions to Error”.  

October  Board Meeting:    A retreat will be held on Tuesday afternoon and Wednesday at the
Hilton Garden Inn Austin Downtown.  Action items related to implementation of the Sunset bill
(HB 2426) will be discussed.

New Board Members: There is no news of new board member appointments at this time.
Because of the proximity to the Board meeting, the requirement to orient new members prior to
attendance at meetings, and the commitment to attend the retreat and Board meeting (4 days),
it seems unlikely that new members will be able to attend the October meeting even if
appointed.

AGENCY ISSUES

Staff:   Karen Neighbors is our new educational consultant replacing Betty Simms.  She comes
to us from Trinity Valley Community College in Kaufman, Texas where she served as the
Vocational Nursing Program Coordinator since 2001. She has worked for Trinity Valley
Community since 1997.    During her tenure as a nursing educator, she also worked as a PRN
staff nurse at Presbyterian Hospital in Kaufman because she values staying current in practice. 
We are very happy that she has moved to Austin to work with us. She is currently working on
her Masters degree and expects to be finished in June 2009. She is providing our educational
team with vocational nursing expertise and will be invaluable in our work with vocational
programs.
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In July, performance evaluations were completed for staff and merit salary increases and
administrative leave were awarded for those who earned them.

Staff Training: EEOC training sessions for general staff and supervisors were conducted by
outside consultant in August.

Website: The website has been updated to reflect to official name change of the Board and to
incorporate additional photos on some pages.  The new Nursing Practice Act is being formatted
and will be added to the website soon.

Key Meetings and Presentations: I have attended/presented at the following meetings since
the last Board meeting:  

• Visit: Louisiana Board of Registered Nursing staff visited the Board to learn more about
our disciplinary and investigative processses, July 26-27, 2007.

• Conference Call: Planning meeting for NCSBN Meeting with APRN Approvers and
Certifiers, August 1, 2007.

• Conference Call: APRN Advisory Committee meeting, August 3, 2007.

• Meeting: Nurse Licensure Compact Administrators, August 6, 2007, Chicago.

• Meeting: National Council of State Boards of Nursing Annual Meeting and Delegate
Assembly, August 7-10, 2007, Chicago.

• Meeting:  State Agency Nursing Leadership, August 13, 2007, Austin.

• Meeting: with Governor’s Office Staff, August 13, 2007, Austin.

• Meeting: with representatives of the Texas Consortium of Certified Nurse Midwives,
August 17, 2007, Austin.

• Meeting: with APRN Accreditors and APRN Advisory Committee, August 22, 2007,
Chicago.

• Meeting: with APRN Certifiers and APRN Advisory Committee, August 23, 2007,
Chicago.

• Conference call: with Chair of the NLCA and NCSBN staff to discuss the Drug
Enforcement Agency (DEA) requirements for APRNs to have DEA numbers in Compact
states, August 30, 2007.

• Meeting: with Nancy Mabius from the Galen Institute to discuss their program
development status, August 31, 2007, Austin.  

• Meeting: with Dr. Mary Hoke from New Mexico State University to discuss their APRN
program and eligibility of their graduates for approval in Texas, September 6, 2007,
Austin.

• Meeting: with Donna Howard to discuss status of Sunset implementation, September 7,
2007, Austin.
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• Meeting:  Health Professions Council, September 10, 2007, Austin.

• Meeting: with Dr. Ben G. Raimer (UTMB Correctional Managed Care), Dr. Lannette
Linthicum (Texas Department of Criminal Justice), and Dr. Denise DeShields (Texas
Tech Correctional Managed Care) to discuss correctional care and related nursing
issues, September 10, 2007, Austin.

• Presentation: Board of Nursing Implementation of Sunset Bill, Texas Nurses Association
Leadership Conference, September 20, 2007, Austin.

• Meeting: with Mark Levin from Texas Public Policy Foundation to discuss Board policy
on criminal convictions, September 21, 2007, Austin. 

• Meeting:  State Agency Nursing Leadership, September 24, 2007, Austin.

• Conference Call: Nurse Licensure Compact Administrators, October 9, 2007.
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Cases Where Executive Director Offered and Entered Ordered Orders in Compliance with Board Policy:

LVN DISCIPLINARY ORDERS AND ENDORSEMENTS
Time frame: July 1, 2007, through September 30, 2007

DISCIPLINARY

27 FINE WITH REMEDIAL EDUCATION
 12   Non disclosure/disclosure of Criminal History on Renewal Application/Random Audit 
 11   Practicing without a valid nursing license
   1   Delegated assignments to unqualified staff
   1   Accepted assignment outside scope of practice
   1   Disciplinary action taken by another licensing authority
   1   Non compliance with Continuing Education Audit
 27   

15 REMEDIAL EDUCATION
   2   Practicing without a valid nursing license
   2   Non disclosure of Criminal History on Renewal Application 
   1   Administered medication without a physicians order
   1   Failed to document the withdrawal and wastage of a medication
   1   Neglected to inform TDFS that shew as married to the mental health worker being reported for abuse
   1   Inappropriately applied a discontinued medication to a wound
   1   Verbally and Emotionally abusive to a resident
   1   Failed to initiate proper nursing interventions 
   3   Failed to administer medications as ordered
   1   Administered in error, ten times the ordered dosage of medication
   1   Failed to notify physician of patient status change 
 15

23 VOLUNTARY SURRENDER
 14   Submitted a statement of Voluntary Surrender
   2   Non compliance with previous Board order
   1   Filled out pre-signed triplicate prescriptions for controlled substances
   1   Misappropriation and Intemperate use of Morhpine
   1   Attempted suicide
   1   Intemperate use of Alprazolam, Morphine, Oxycodone, and Meperidine
   1   Intemperate use of Cocaine; felony offense of Possession of a Controlled Substance
   1   Obtained fraudulent prescriptions for Hydrocodone; Intemperate use of Opiates
   1   Practice nursing without a valid license; felony offense of Engaging in Organized Crime
 23

12 TPAPN BOARD ORDER
   1    Intemperate use of Cocaine
   1    Misappropriation of 500 tablets of Norco; Intemperate use of Norco, Hydrocodone, Oxycodone, 
                   Percodan, and Tylenol 
   1    Intemperate use of Amphetamines
   1    Misappropriation of 60 hydrocodone tablets
   1    Intemperate use of Amphetamine, Methamphetamine, Marijuana, and Cocaine
   1    Misappropriation and Intemperate use of Demerol
   1    Passed 202 unauthorized prescriptions for dangerous drugs and controlled substances
   1    Misappropriation and intemperate use of Hydrocodone and Xanax
   4    Lacked fitness to practice nursing safely
 12 
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266 APPLICANTS/ PETITIONERS
     1   Denial of Licensure
     1   Felony offense of Theft of Government Property
     1   State jail felony offense of Engaging in Organized Crime
     1   Misdemeanor offenses of Public Intoxication, Trespassing, and Driving Under the Influence 
     1   Six counts of the misdemeanor offense of Theft by Check
     4   Felony offense of Securing Execution of Document by Deception
     1   Misdemeanor offenses of Theft, Theft by Check, and Driving While License Invalid
     1   Misdemeanor offenses of Resisting Arrest/Search/Transport, Theft of Property, and Assault
     5   Diagnosed with Bipolar Disorder
     1   State jail felony offense of Securing the Execution of a document by deception; misdemeanor Altering a 
                   Governmental Document
     2   Felony offense of Arson
     1   Seven counts of the misdemeanor offense of Theft by Check and one counts of Deposit Account Fraud
     1   Felony offense of Unlawful Possession of Food Stamp Coupons
     1   Felony offense of Manufacturing/Delivery/Sell/Possession of a Controlled Substance
     1   Felony offense of Possession with Intent to Distribute Marijuana
     1   Misdemeanor offenses of Theft by Check and two counts of Possession of Marijuana
     1   Offenses of Unlawfully Carrying a Weapon, Forgery, and Assault
     1   Two counts of the misdemeanor offenses of Minor in Possession and Public Intoxication
     1   Felony offense of Aggravated Assault, misdemeanor offenses of Possession of Marijuana, Evading 
                   Arrest, and Driving While Intoxicated
     1   Misdemeanor offenses of Assault, Theft by Check, and Possession of Marijuana
     1   Two counts of the misdemeanor offense of Driving While Intoxicated
     1   Felony offense of Aggravated Assault
     1   Felony offense of Burglary of a Building
     1   State jail felony offense of Possession of Marijuana
     1   Three counts of Public Intoxication and one count of Driving While Intoxicated
     1   State jail felony offense of Possession of a Controlled Substance
     1   Driving While Intoxicated and three counts of Possession of a Dangerous Drug
     1   State jail felony offenses of Possession of Cocaine and Possession of Controlled Substances
     1   Misdemeanor offenses of Theft of Property, Criminal Mischief, and Possession of Drug Paraphernalia
     1   State jail felony offense of Burglary of a Motor Vehicle
   22   Non disclosure of criminal history
 206   No Grounds for Denial/Youthful Indiscretion
 266

40 ENDORSEMENTS
   1   Denial of Licensure
   4   Disciplinary action taken by another licensing authority
 11   Non disclosure of criminal history
 24   No Grounds for Denial
 40
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Cases Where Executive Director Offered and Entered Ordered Orders in Compliance with Board Policy:

RN DISCIPLINARY ORDERS AND ENDORSEMENTS
Time frame: July 1, 2007, through September 30, 2007

DISCIPLINARY

34 FINE WITH REMEDIAL EDUCATION
   9   Non disclosure/disclosure of Criminal History on Renewal Application or positive Random Audit 
 13   Non compliance with Continuing Education Audit
   1   Transferred a patient who had multiple medication problems
 11   Practiced without a valid nursing license
 34    

 18 REMEDIAL EDUCATION
   1   Failed to inform DFPS that she was married to a mental health worker being investigated  
   1   Failed to document the withdrawal, wastage, and witness of wastage of Lortab
   1   Admitted a patient to her hospice service without a physician’s order
   1   Failed to adequately sedate a patient prior to administering a tube placement
   1   Submitted a home health visit note for a home health visit she did not make
   1   Failed to insure that in-service training covering modified diets was provided to staff
   1   Failed to timely submit documentation of scheduled skilled nurse visits
   4   Disciplinary action taken by another licensing authority
   3   Non disclosure/disclosure of Criminal History on Renewal Application or positive Random Audit 
   4   Practiced without a valid nursing license
 18 

16 TPAPN BOARD ORDER
   1   Disciplinary action taken by another Licensing Authority
   1   Non disclosure/disclosure of Criminal History on Renewal Application or positive Random Audit 
   1   Intemperate use of Alcohol, Dilaudid, and Cannabid
   1   Intemperate use of Nubain
   1   Misappropriation and Intemperate use of Dilaudid
   1   Intemperate use of Tramadol and Demerol
   1   Intemperate use of Marijuana
   2   Withdrew medications in excess of order
   1   Passed two hundred and two (202) unauthorized prescriptions for dangerous drugs and controlled 
                     substances
   1   Intemperate use of Methylphenidate and Propoxyphene
   5   Lacked fitness to practice nursing safely
 16

19 VOLUNTARY SURRENDER
   1   Diagnosed depression to an all-time low and Respondent attempted to take her own life
   1   Disciplinary action taken by another Licensing Authority
   3   Non compliance with previous Board Order
   1   Failed to completely assess and intervene for a patient; patient was later found deceased in the restroom
   1   Intemperate use of Morphine, Demerol, and Versed
   1   Failed to assess and/or sufficiently document the change sin the deteriorating condition of a patient
 11   Submitted a statement of Voluntary Surrender
 19
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39 ENDORSEMENTS
    5   Disciplinary action taken by another licensing authority  
    1   Denial of Licensure
    1   Four counts of Driving Under the Influence
    2   Felony offense of Theft
    1   Misdemeanor offense of Driving Under the Influence 
    1   Felony offenses of Manslaughter and Criminally Negligent Homicide
    1   Felony offense of Possession of Marijuana
  15   Non disclosure of Criminal History  
  12   No Grounds for Denial
 39

230 APPLICANTS/ PETITIONERS
     3   Denial of Licensure
     1   State jail felony offense of Tampering with Government Records, misdemeanor Hindering Apprehension
     1   Felony offense of Theft
     1   Misdemeanor offenses of Fleeing, Driving While Intoxicated - 2 counts, Disposal of Liter, and the felony 
                     offense of Driving While Intoxicated
     1   Misdemeanor offenses of Theft -2 counts, Zoning Violation - 2 counts, Operating a Vehicle Under the 
                     Influence, Theft by Shoplifting, and Failure to Appear
     1   Misdemeanor offense of Driving While Intoxicated and three counts of Possession of Dangerous Drugs
     1   Misdemeanor offenses of Public Intoxication - 2 counts, Minor in Possession - 3 counts, and Driving 
                     While Intoxicated
     1   Misdemeanor offenses of Minor in Possession, Driving While Intoxication, Public Intoxication, and 
                     Criminal Mischief
     3   Diagnosed with Bipolar Disorder
     1   Three counts of the misdemeanor offense of Theft
     1   Felony offense of Possession with Intent to Manufacturer
     1   Felony offense of Tampering with Government Records
     1   Misappropriation and Intemperate use of Benadryl
     2   Intemperate use of Alcohol
     1   Misdemeanor offense of Reckless Driving and Public Intoxication
     1   State jail felony offense of Possession of a Controlled Substance
     1   State jail felony offense of Reckless Homicide
     1   Offenses of Resisting Arrest, Driving Under the Influence, Driving While Intoxicated, and Possession of a 
                     Controlled Substance
     1   Two counts of the felony offense of Burglary of Habitation
     1   Felony offense of Securing Execution of Document by Deception
     8   Disciplinary action taken by another Licensing Authority
     1   Four misdemeanor offense of Driving While Intoxicated; one felony offense of Driving While Intoxicated, 
                     misdemeanor Theft by Check and Assault
     1   State jail felony offenses of Debit Card Abuse - 3 counts, Fraudulent Use or Possession of Identifying 
                     Information, Forgery - 4 counts and Possession of a Controlled Substance
   12   Non disclosure of Criminal History
     1   Felony offense of Credit Card Abuse
 182   No Grounds for Denial/Youthful Indiscretion
 230 
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